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ADOPTE-A-TRAIL APPLICATION FORM 

  

First name, last name :  
  

Address :   
  

Phone number :   E-mail :  
 

  
Are you 18 years old or older?          Yes     No  

  
 

 

 INSTRUCTIONS FOR TRAIL ADOPTERS (hereafter: the adopters) 
 

1. Inform the Adopt-a-Trail program coordinator of your desire to adopt a trail.  

 
2. Obtain a government Reliability Status (instructions will be provided to the candidates). 

 
3. Together with the program coordinator, select and adopt a trail among those that are available. 

 
4. Participate to the mandatory launch meeting offered by the Friends of Gatineau Park (hereafter: the 

Friends) in collaboration with the National Capital Commission (hereafter: the NCC). This meeting is 
mandatory even for returning adopters. 
 

5. Commit to walking your adopted trail at least once every other week, from May 17 to August 24. If 
possible, select high traffic times, for instance: weekends. 
 

6. Wear the visual identification clothing and material provided by the Friends as well as shoes and 
clothes appropriate for hiking. 

 
7. Greet users respectfully when meeting them. When asked, provide information about your trail, the 

Adopt-a-Trail program, your role as a volunteer, etc.  

 
8. When appropriate, raise user awareness of the responsible trail management program. 

 
9. Lead by example to promote the Leave no trace philosophy. 

 
10. Avoid situations that are potentially dangerous to you or to other users of the Park. 

 
11. If an emergency arises, or if it is necessary to immediately notify the Park’s staff of a problem, call the 

emergency line at (613) 239-5353 or the visitor centre at (819) 827-2020. 
 

12. Go over your trail as well as its associated structures (lookouts, cabins, toilets, tables, bridges, etc.) 
and parking lot and note any observed problems as well as their locations; for instance: fallen trees, 
broken or missing signs, erosion, presence of trash or vandalism, recent use of unofficial trails, etc. 
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13. Bring gloves as well as a small garbage bag and pick up trash found in the parking lot and along the 

trail. Discard picked up trash in one of the Park’s trash containers. 
 

14. If deemed reasonable, provide cursory cleaning of the trail by removing fallen branches and other 
obstacles; accumulated debris in ditches and other drainage structures, on benches, bridges, stairs, 
lookouts; etc. 
 

15. Within 24 hours of your visit, fill out the online « Trail report », even if no problem has been observed. 
 

 
Trail reports 
The reports submitted after each outing allow the NCC to identify and prioritise trail maintenance work to be 
done. 
   
Friends of Gatineau Park commitment:  
 

1. Act as an intermediary between the adopters and the NCC, particularly by submitting the reports to 
the NCC. 

2. Follow up with the NCC and the adopters when necessary. 
3. Provide a list of trails available for adoption. 
4. Assign trails to the adopters. 
5. Provide each adopter or team of adopters with visual identification clothing and/or materials. 
6. Provide each adopter with phone numbers for emergency and maintenances related calls.  
7. Provide each adopter with appropriate information on their adopted trail and on the Park in general. 
8. Organise, in collaboration with the NCC, collective work bees to which the adopters can participate to 

support Park maintenance efforts. 
 

  
NCC commitment: 
 

1. Offer training during the mandatory launch meeting, including the adopter’s role, identification 
of issues pertaining to trail maintenance, as well as the responsible trail management program 
principles. 
 
2. Provide seasonal summer parking passes for the current season to each adopter or team of 
adopters. Should this pass be lost, the adopter may have it replaced for a fee of 25$. (Some conditions 
apply.)¸ 

 
 

 
Adopter signature: Date: 
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